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opposition to the corrupt or tyrannical proceedings of the officers of the Government.
The first of these letters was addressed to the Empress Constantina. In the islands of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica, the Imperial administration appears to have been abominably corrupt. The officials were, many of them, utterly shameless, and perpetrated all manner of cruelties and illegalities without making even a decent attempt to conceal their malpractices. The miserable provincials became the helpless prey of these wolves. In Sardinia, particularly, their sufferings were almost unendurable. The edicts by which the Emperor had formerly redressed their grievances were disregarded and violated by those whose duty it was to enforce them. Double tribute was illegally exacted. Disputes were;settled by brute force instead of by law. Eich and poor alike were subjected to violence. Clergymen were beaten and imprisoned, and monks and nuns cruelly persecuted. Such a scandalous state of things aroused all Gregory's righteous indignation. He wrote and remonstrated with the Duke of Sardinia and the Exarch of Africa (to whom the Duke was responsible).1 He ordered his responsalis at Constantinople to make representations to the Emperor.2 And finally, since none of these measures produced any effect, he sent a strongly worded protest direct to the Empress. The letter supplies us with some curious particulars relative to the malpractices of corrupt officialism, and at the same time indicates incidentally how difficult it was for the oppressed provincials to obtain any redress otherwise than through the powerful intervention of the Church.8
"Whereas I know that the thoughts of my Most Serene Lady are turned towards the heavenly fatherland, and to the life of her own soul, I feel strongly that I should commit a sin were I to abstain from saying what the fear of God requires me to suggest.
" When I found that there were many heathen in the island of Sardinia, who, following the evil custom of heathenism, offered sacrifices to idols, while the bishops of the island were not active in preaching the Eedeemer to them, I sent thither one of the bishops of Italy, who, by God's help, has brought many heathen to the faith. He has, however, informed me of
1 Epp. i. 59.                    2 Ibid, i. 47.                 3 Ibid. v. 38.
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